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dental forms of absolutism, and wanted to bring down the Abso-
lute from the so-called inaccessible heights and make it immanent
in our experience. Further, they conceived mind not as static but
as dynamic, not as a fact but as an act. This immanent absolute
spirit they identified with history. History is a continual process
which rolls with the weight of the past into the future. It is not
an unconscious but a reflective process. Tne concept of matter is
a limiting concept. Matter is something which spirit finds given,
and which it transforms in its onward march. The reality which
philosophy studies is the reality of history. History is the stuff of
the universe, the fact of philosophy. It is not blind change, but
the movement of self-conscious life. Hence history is philosophy,
and the philosophy of history is essentially the history of philo-
sophy. Though there are some important differences between the
views of Croce and Gentile, there is general agreement as regards
the nature of mind and reality. Croce is a Hegelian; and in order
to understand the central idea of his philosophy, we have to go
back a little to the beginning of a line of thinking that originated
from Fichte.
Fichte, starting with the Ego as the first and supreme principle
of philosophy, used dialectic as a constructive method for deducing
the world or Non-Ego from it. The Ego posits itself through the
principle of identity, "A is A" and posits the Non-Ego through
the principle of contradiction, "A is not not-A." The Ego and the
Non-Ego are the thesis and the antithesis. But what the Ego
posits as its opposite, namely, the Non-Ego, is derived from
itself, and is therefore its own self; hence arises the synthesis in
which this opposition is transcended and which includes in itself
the subject and object. By further application of this method,
Fichte attempts to deduce the rest of the world. Schelling also
used this method for deriving his Absolute; and he found the
dialectical process not only in the activity of spirit, but also in the
process of nature. To Hegel goes the credit of having used the
method on a grand scale. He criticizes Fichte for having started
with the Ego without deducing it; and Schelling for his separating
mind and nature, subject and object, and for treating his Absolute
as their pure identity reached as a result of the dialectical process.
In Hegel's philosophy the difference, though not the distinction,
between process and result, and subject and object, is cancelled.
Spirit is activity, and its activity is dialectical; the object is what
is posited by the subject; and the subject knows and posits itself,
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